;;r;Lm s oV fey
v . v

Socrates ana Orinmila

Two Patron Saints of
Classical Philosophy

Third Edition

Sophie B. Olawolé




All rights reserved.
© 2017 Sophie B. Olawolé

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in any
retrieval system, or transmitted by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying or otherwise, without the prior

written permission of the publisher.

ISBN: 978-978-929-525-8

Crafted by Xcel Multimedia
Xcel House, GRA Zone
Ogba ljaiye Housing Estate,
Ogba, Lagos, Nigeria

Ark Publishers
Plot 533, WEMPCO Road,Lagos, Nigeria.
08035874876. 08033753630

I




DEDICATION

To all who prefer FACT to Fiction







Table of Contents

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS |01
PREFACE |05
INTRODUCTION |21
CHAPTER ONE

Three Characterizations of Socrates | 31
CHAPTERTWO

Three Characterizations of Qrinmila |43
CHAPTER THREE

What They Said They Said |53
CHAPTERFOUR

Some Existing Canons of Distinguishing Between

Western and African Philosophy |83
CHAPTERFIVE

Traditions of Philosophy as Conceptual Frameworks 117
CHAPTER SIX

Distinctive Intellectual Features of Western and

African Philosophy | 131
POSTSCRIPT

Binary Complementarity and the Search for a New World
Social Order | 157




Socrates and Qrunmila ... Two Patron Saints of Classical Philosophy

BIBLIOGRAPHY
APPENDIX |
APPENDIX I
APPENDIX III
APPENDIX IV
INDEX

—-Vi—

1189
|207
1217
| 221
|223
|225
















Preface

A

existence of the two philosophies being compared.

Two books, almost entirely devoted to the conceptual analysis of
the question “What is philosophy?” have appeared in publication
within the last decade. The first is by Timothy Williamson, in

Itis titled: Philosophy of Philosophy. The author explains:

The primary task of the philosophy of science is to
understand science, not to give scientists advice.
Likewise, the primary task of the philosophy of philosophy
is to understand philosophy, not to give philosophers
advice - although | have not rigorously abstained from the
latter. (ix)

He continues:

| also rejected the word ‘metaphilosophy.’' The philosophy
of philosophy is automatically part of philosophy, just as
the philosophy of anything else is, whereas
metaphilosophy sounds as though it might try to look
down on philosophy from above, or beyond. (ix) ... And
like the philosophy of science, it can only be done well by
those with some respect for what they are studying. (ibid)

Siren Overgaard, Paul Gilbert and Stephen Burwood, published
An Introduction to Metaphilosophy, five years later, they,
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study in comparative philosophy is based on two basic
presuppositions. The first is a definition of philosophy, at
least, as a working hypothesis. The second is the











































Preface

superficial and theoretical ideologies as basis of arguments for
and against the viability of two oral traditions under comparable
philosophy.

Itis my sincere hope that these faltering first steps will be seen as
a challenge for further studies of Western and African philosophy
aimed at the promotion of Inter-Cultural Philosophy.
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Introduction

Our working hypothesis is that scholars would do well to suspend
all ideological paradigms and become non-partisan in the study
of texts to be compared. The determination of the basic features
of ideas, the literary form and style, the critical process of
explanation, analysis and arguments that justify the identification
of various literary expressions as philosophy, cannot be settled in
terms of some general principles. What are advanced in
evidence on each side are texts, not only about whom each of the
two thinkers are, but more importantly, about what each is said to
have said.
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The Three Characterizations Of Socrates

At the age of 70, Socrates was charged with felony, tried,
declared guilty, and condemned to death. His friends arranged
and made entreaties to him to escape from prison while waiting
for execution. He refused.

Some claims about Socrates’ religious belief are more of fictions
than statements of fact about the man's real attitude to religion.
For instance, Durant's statement that Socrates believed in one
God has no testimony in the extant literature in which it is
explicitly said that Socrates believed in Athenian gods. We are
told, in Plato's Phaedo, that just before he drank the hemlock
contained in the cup handed over to him, Socrates asked the
jailer:

“What do you say about making a libation out of this cup? May | or
may | not?

The man answered:

"We only prepare, Socrates, just so much as we deem
enough.

"l understand®, said Socrates, "But | may and must ask the
gods to prosper my journey from this to other world-even
so and so be it according to my prayer.”

Socrates also told one of his friends (Cristo):

"I owed a cock to Asclepius; will you remember to pay the
debt?"

"The debt shall be paid", said Cristo. (Emphasis mine.)

Socrates was known to have been married to Xanthippe, who
was popularly depicted as a nagging wife. She incessantly
scolded him for bringing nothing but problems to the family.
According to Professor Karl Jaspers, Xanthippe made no
contribution to her husband's philosophical life (Jasper, 1957:
15). But on the authority of Will Durant, "Xanthippe loved
arguments as much as her husband and most probably had
dialogues which Plato, for whatever reason, failed to
record."[Durant, 1926: 5]
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coincides with Emanuel's characterization of Yoruba religion.
(Emanuel, op. cit.,233)

Zenophon affirmed that Socrates swore by the dog while Plato
recorded him as believing in the Delphi revelation that he was the
wisest Greek. It is, therefore, ironic that, despite all these
recorded facts about Socrates' religious life, some of his
accusers still charged him with being an atheist.
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What They Said They Said

experienced men, experienced women, experienced youth, and

experienced foreigners, have equal political rights to run the
affairs of state.

What are the philosophical implications of the similarities in the
views and ideas of these two thinkers for the debate about the
existence of African philosophy? Do they establish that Qranmila
s views pass muster as expressions of critical philosophy? If so,
in what terms would the fundamental differences between the
views of Socrates and Qrunmila be explained? In which way
would such differences serve as adequate canons for drawing
meaningful distinctions between Western and African
philosophy?

As already indicated above, the next task is to identify and try to
explain the implications of both the similarities and differences in
the thoughts of these two great thinkers. Before doing that, it is
pertinent to make a critical review of the existing postulates to
show the inadequacies therein contained.
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What They Said They Said

7 He believed that only God is He did not only put absolute

the processor of absolute
Truth.

knowledge beyond the reach
of man: he was also credited
with the views that even God is
not all-wise.

8 He sought for rationally

impeccable definition but
was courteous enough to
note that human knowledge
does not amount to absolute
wisdom.

He held that reality has one
basic axiom with two
inseparable elements. He
used this binary principle to
create Ifa as computer system
of storing information.

9 His name is not synonymous

with the philosophy that
human knowledge can be
absolute. His claim is that
Truth is universal.

His name is translated by
some as an expression of the
philosophy of relativity:
Oranmila, “only God knows
who would be save inthe end.”
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SOME WESTERN CONVENTIONAL DISTINCTIONS

MONISM AS
PANTHEISM DUALISM

Matter World
One substance

to reality o

Reality composed of
two substances

PLURALISM

Reality composed of more than
two substances
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genetic differences but in terms of how well they had managed

individual life and the organization of their society. The
conclusion was that African thinkers were still at the embryoni
stage because they were yet to use, to the full, their human

capacities.

Many Western-trained professional philosophers, who today
argue against the sanctity of the Race Theory, seem to uphold
the theory of Evolution. They claim that Africans traditionally
express their ideas, beliefs and views in emotive, non-rational
and unscientific terms.

A good example of a scholar with this conviction is the Western
educated Ghanaian, Professor Kwasi Wiredu. Evidence that he
upholds this view is in the following submission:

Our traditional mode of understanding, utilizing and
controlling external nature and of interpreting the place of
man within it, [a] mode common to the African race
intuitive essentially unscientific mode, [This] unanalytical
unscientific attitude of mind, [is] probably, the most basic
and pervasive anachronism affecting our [African]
society, (Wiredu, 1976)

Wiredu, in the same paper, claims that Africans are the "closest
approximations in the modern world to society in the pre-
scientific stage of intellectual development.” (ibid, 160). He went
further to say, "Nevertheless, itis a fact that Africa lags behind the
West in the cultivation of rational inquiry.” (ibid. 161.)

He, therefore, agreed with other members of his school of
though} who argue that philosophy as rational, critical and
scientific expressions did not occur in African traditional thought

Wiredu consequently proposed that the only way for African sons
and daughters to move up the intellectual ladder is to submit to
Western tutelage so as to learn the art of thinking and expressing

themslelves in rational, adversarial and scientific ways. He
explicitly states this when he writes:

Thg African ph_ilosqpher has no choice but to conduct his
phylosophlcal inquiries in relation to the philosophical
writings of other peoples, for his own ancestors left him no
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1 Thatthe world is a place of perpetual struggle

2 Thatsince we do not know what would benefit us most in Jife.
we often make choices that do not always favour using
marriage, vocation, etc: and,

3 That there is a heaven and an earth, our knowledge about
both of which is limited. (Ibid.:149-150)

Although he translates the Popular phrase: ‘L'6 d'if4 fan' as “If4
divination was performed for struggle", Bewaji rightly ignored the
personification of Struggle because he recognizes it as mere
symbolism. Quite coincidentally, Symbolism is a literary device

also used in the theory of destiny in Part IV of Book X of Plato's
The Republic.

The theory in The Republic states that everybody makes a
choice of destiny before birth and is immediately made to drink
from the water of the river of 'Forgetfulness'. This symbolism is
an expression of an abstract idea as a physical entity. Yet Béwaji

says these two literary corpuses cannot be compared as
philosophy.

| have, in a Paper published in 1988, argued against the
adequacy of the literal translation of ’'6 ¢'ifs fan'as 'X divined for
P' on the note that it does not capture the hermeneutic meaning
ofthe phrase. (Olawole, 1998)

Emgnuel gives further credence to my view when, in a book he
published two years later. He comments:

Dr. Ba;com and Dr. ‘Idowy treat the bridging
ction of the oracle's

ations fail to reveal

as the diw’nef who cast Ifa for ... " without
e to the Meaning of the text. ( Ibid. :253)

The first two statements in Béwaji's analysis, namely: "The world
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Are comparable only to weeds in the farm

Allthese are adequately demonstrated

In the incident of crowning Owon on to his father's throne
He, (Qwgn) argued "I should not be crowned because of poverty"
And the people retorted they were not after his money 10
but were impressed by his abundance of wisdom.

They therefore went ahead and crowned Qwanrin

The drums sounded

And brought forth their best

The people opened their mouth 15
And sang the song of wisdom

They exclaimed: Qwonrin rules today
Goodness is with us

Hurrah Qwonrin rules today
Prosperity is with us 20
Hurrah

Only he who gives birth to a rational child truly has a child
Hurrah.

THE LITERAL STRUCTURE

According to Wandé Abimbgld, Ifa verses usually have eight
parts. He listed them as follows:

1. The name(s)or appellation(s) of If4 diviner(s)

The phrase I'o difa fan'

Name(s) of the client(s)

The instruction of If4 priest(s)to the client(s)
Compliance or non-compliance with the instruction
Anarration of what happens to the client(s)

N OO o s N

The reaction of the client(s) or priest(s) to the outcome of
divination

8 Aconclusion with befitting moral
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surreptitiously lie behind other views of reality.

The first two Conceptual Frameworks/Schemes are graphically
set under Monism, the third is Binary Opposition while the fourth
is Binary Complementarity. The features identified as markers of
each scheme are by no means exhaustive or exclusive; each
scheme may be shown to contain more features.

A MONISTIC CONCEPTUAL SCHEMES

The basic assumption in the first two schemes is that although
matter and idea appear as two distinctive features of reality, only
one of them is fundamental, the other, at worst, does not exist, at
best, itis a phenomenon of the only real feature in terms of which
all existences can be established, known and rationally

explained. The two schemes are built around the view that reality
is monistic in nature.

-124 -




Traditions of Philosophy as Conceptual Frameworks
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF THE DISTINCTIVE
FEATURES OF REALITY

THE MATERIALISTIC CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK
EPISTEMOLOGY  INFERRED SOCIAL METAPHORS

Figure 1: Diagram showing Reality as Matter
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THE IDEALIST'S CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

EPISTEWLOG\' INFEHRED SOCIAL METAPHORS
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Figure 2: Diagram showing Reality as Idea
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Traditions of Philosophy as Conceptual Frameworks

B DUALISTIC CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWOKS

Dualism, in philosophy, is the theory that reality is made up of two
features namely mind and matter. This theory was first
formulated by the renowned French philosopher, Rene
Descartes. He posits that each of the two features exists
independently, operates independently and, therefore, cannot
be reconciled.

He explains that the qualities of one feature are direct opposites
of the qualities of the other. The unresolved difficulty of this theory
is how to explain the exclusiveness of mind and matter, despite
their apparent interrelatedness in human experience. The
second theory of Dualism posits that matter and mind are
interdependent in existence and function.
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OPPOSITIONAL DUALISM (MATTER AND IDEA) AS
INDEPENDENT

]

Figure3: Diagram showing Reality as Matter and Idea in
opposition
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Traditions of Philosophy as Conceptual Frameworks

COMPLEMENTARY DUALISM (MATTER AND IDEA) AS
INTERDEPENDENT

EPISTEMOLOGY INFERRED SOCIAL METAPHORS
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Figure 4: Diagram Reality as Matter and Idea as
complementary
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owner or possessor of wisdom and knowledge. Through
Ifa Orunmila brought wisdom into this world. Such
knowledge consists of several branches: science ...
physics ... biology, botany and ... medicine. Identified with
knowledge of all things, Ifa is described as an
inexhaustible repository of knowledge (Imd aimo tan).
Thus, what is known and can be known about the world
(not to talk about the entire universe), is very small
compared with what we can never know. Although we
daily strive to acquire more knowledge through our study
of Ifa, our knowledge of the things around us and those
beyond shall forever remain incomplete and/or imperfect.
In the opinion of Stanley Jevons, the measure of such an
imperfect knowledge is probability .

... Because of the limited nature of our knowledge, we
have no reason to dismiss one kind of knowledge just
because it is not open to empirical investigation or
amenable to the symmetry thesis between explanation
and prediction .... Sensory experience, is not, cannot, be
the measure of all things ...

Makindé explains further:

As a repository of knowledge, Ifa's position is derived
from Qranmiila the ultimate possessor of knowledge.
There is an interesting comparison between Orunmila
and Laplace's Omniscient Intelligence which, if he exists,
would be in possession of causal laws that would make it
possible for the prediction of the whole future of the world,
from the knowledge of the present state ...

He concludes:

However, since human beings are neither the same as
Laplace's Omniscient Intelligence or the Yoraba
Oranmila, it stands to reason that they do not, and cannot,
possess perfect knowledge. This seems to explain the
reason why we must be satisfied with imperfect
knowledge, the measure of which we call, in the manner
of Stanley Jevons, a high degree of probability, in this
sense, the whole of If4 Literary Corpus can be given a
probabilistic interpretation (Makinde, 2007:69-72).
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are appropriately formulated and defined as rational and
scientific disciplines.

This conceptual scheme is an intellectual paradigm for
formulating sound fundamental principles of democracy as a
scientific, rational and social theory. The Humanism projected
and defined in its ambit is not based on sentiment and/or moral
emotion, but on a scientific axiom whose inherent features serve
as rational justification for the creation and promotion of a truly
global village, one in which peaceful coexistence is sine qua non
for the establishment of a new sustainable world economic and
social order.
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Atodunmadan lerin ti A rin, erin o f ara k' asa. Atosumésa,
lefon ti fi rin, be @ ni o t'esé bo podlo. Eéyan ti 6 monileni, ti 6
mo ééyan leeyan, Eeyan ti 0 ba k¢ ede déle, rii pé ' obinrin
o silayeé. Dia fan Ewuii, i y60 gba S¢ké ide lalade Orun. Ebg
ni won ma foju di oun o, 6 ni Séké ide ti oun gba yi, Ki wén ma
foja di oun 0. O nf eni to ba fori baleé, y66 ma a lajé, y6o maa
laya, yoo ma a bimg, y6o ma a d'ébi dika wa. K'éni kan ma
wi pé eni ateyinto lobinrino.  Osé-Otarupon
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Appendix I

YORUBA TEXTS QUOTED OUTSIDE CHAPTER THREE

ORIGINAL YORUBA TEXTS QUOTED IN OTHER PARTS
OF THE BOOKS

i Bi6ba se wipé, gbogbo ori gbogbo ri sun pési, Irokd gbogbo
1 ba ti tan n'igbé. A dia fan igba éni fi i tikoélé orun bowa s'dyé.
Bi 6 ba se wipé, ori gbogbo ni sun pési, Irékd gbogbo 1 ba ti
tan n'igb6. A b fun Owere ti n t'ikélé orun bowa s'dyé. Owere
la n ja. Gbogbo wa, owere la n ja. Eniti o yan Ori rere ko
wopd. Owere la ri ja. Gbogbowa, owere 14 n ja. Osa Méji

i Reference: See quote under 8 Charter Three
ii  Epirin...(7ii) in Chapter Three

iv - AKifiitija k' arun, A si ma a i fitiju ké 6 Adid fan Afinja, tiri lo
yan obun I'ale. Eekanna owo penté pente isale. Bi a I'dbun
I6binrin, Ao lee jera mé A did fan Esu aiwe, ti yo o mu obinrin
sa lo n'ilé Agbonmeregun. N jé Aladé mo 1 we o, Kadnsa,
Aladé mo riwe o, Kaunsu. Qrangan-Meéji

v Qranmila 16 den..(4iiin chapteriii)

vi Akindanidari Awo Ode Egba, Qdanindani Awo Ode Tjesa,
Eésetief ojuonas'ilé, ti e ritoighé, Awo ode Qtinmoba, dia
fan won lode Otanmaoba, n'ibi Egingun-Araba gbé ri pa won
t' ebi-t iran. Asé bayi le go le gunnuta, enikan 6 g6googo, bi
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Imale 6 maa gbe'. Tani Imale bi ko se Olédomare?  Osa-
Otara
xvi Enitd rieldomfin o si, dun fan ra re ni o si. Proverb

xviiE ni buruku 10°jo” ti we'n o yin wao'n.
Irosu Itara

xviillmu eéniyan loba fi i mi. Proverb

xix Aldinisé obinrin o yeni. Obinrin ti 0 nisé, ara ré ni 6 ta jeun. A
kun ojd, ad kun enu, & sagbére Iéna qja. Proverb

xx Ddgigé, Dagigé, aké kan o lé @ dagigé. Dagila, Dagila, ééla
kan o lé & dagila. Bi 6 s'Erelud ati Apéna, Osugbo o & d'’Awo
se. Proverb

xxi Agba mérin 16 i s'éld Agba okunrin, agba obinrin, agba
omodé, agba alejo. Proverb

xxii Bi obinrin ba gbdn lagbdnju, pérnpé laso oko € n mQ.
Proverb

xxiii Gbogbo obinrin 16 1 gbésé, éyi t6 ba se ti¢ laseju la n pe
laséwd. Proverb

xxiv. Obinrin o seé fiind han. Proverb
xxv Obinrin |eké obinrin lodalé. Proverb
xxvi  |j6 obinrinj'obaili bajé. Proverb
xxvii  Erdkan'ilé, -See 16 (i) above

xxviii - Ajowon, ajowén, apo eran ¢ j'uko. See 16 (ii) above

xxix  Were ri yo'be, Were i yo ele, Were i sa'r fi ko sunwon
s'éti ayé, 6 ri Ié won kiri. Ao fé were. Ogun di were, Kinnia o ti
s'Ogun.. Ejékialo ilé Oranmila lo beré wo. Ad'élé Qranmila,
6 gbé Ifa sile, O difa. O ri Ogandawoti. Qranmila i

-219-
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Ogandawor. i i Emiwo ni. | i Emiwo ki | ja eso Ir6ko. Emiwo
ma kun inu aye. Emiwo gbogbo otooto. Kos i oun tiodun bil
ka lo ja Emiwo. Ki a lagbara bi Oguan, ki a gbon bi Ifa
Oganda- lwori :

- 220
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DIVINATION SYSTEMS, FROM THE AFRICAN,







Index

A
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Abimbdla , Wandé 1, 11,
105, 106, 110
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Adam 166
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African Conceptual

Framework 121, 122, 123,

176

African Conscience 180,
183

African Personality 180,
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Aganna 66
Agbonnirégun, 47, 64,
104

Agboola, Chief Fasina 2
Agboola Chief Awdrindé 2
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Alopeke 33
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Anagram 93

Anthropology 85, 133
Aphorisms 11
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